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Hem'\ A. Kissinger plaved both sides of the

-street in the 1968 presidential campaign, pro- -
-viding secrets about .the Vietnam negotiations-
*to-Republican candidate Richard M: Nixon and..
.offering secret anti-Nixon filest0 the- camp-of _
Bemocratic -candidate.Hubert “H. - ﬁmnphrey,-
‘ateording.to = forthcoming:account by inves™ >
xxgatlve reporter Sevmour M. Hersh. - e

“Rissinger's roie :as-a secret informant to the

’ Nxxon camp about the Paris peace talks, where
he had been an unofficial consultant and con-
fidential negotiator with™Worth Vietnam on be-
half of the Johnson administration,-was dis-
closed previously in Nixon's memoirs-

In his book. “The Price of Power,” to be pub
lished June 13 by Summit Books, Hersh also
reports that }\lssmger offered t¢ help the Hum- -
phrev camp accumulate information to discred-
it Nixon. including privaté files that had been

kep» on Nixon by hic Republican rival, New

\orn Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller. I&nssmger,
\who had served for several vears as Rockefel-
Jer's foreign poiicy adviser, was quoted by
Hersh as offering to show the anti-Nixon doc-
uments to Humphrev's campaign adviser on
foreign affairs. Zbigniew Brzezinski, if the-ar—
rangement were kept quiet and if Humphrey
were told of Kissinger’s help. :
Hersh wrote that by the time the Democrats
decided to accept Kissinger's offer Humphrey
had fallen far behind Nixon in the public opin-
ion polls and efforts to obtain the information
‘were rebuffed by Kissinger's aides. But as

- "‘Humphrey's pol] ratings climbed shortly before
the -election, Hersh also reported, Kissinger
_wrote a letter t0 Humphrev criticizing Nixon
. and offermg his services to a Humphrey admm
*~ jstration.
~- By late September. 1968 accordmg 10 Hersh
- the Nixon-camp had received its second eport -
-~from Kissinger -on the secret maneuverimgs-at-~
~the Paris peace talks, and Kissinger-was being -
informallv slated 10 be White House adviser on’-
national security if Nxxon won the presmennal
race.
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saying that Humphrev spoke of
Klssmger.lns "White House aﬂvxser» on na

if‘he-won the-election. -
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MeanWhﬂe. in t.he Humphrev camp, a par-
-~ allel process reportedly was under.way. Hersh
xonﬁdant..Max.Lam

-

STAT

-~ Neither Kissinger nor Nixon- wodld comment
}yesherdaypn this-of other-espects -of Hersh's
“'698-page ‘account; which basheen: iong awaited

v friends and foes of Kissinger and
cionados of the inner -workings of
reign policy.

*An aide 10 Kissinger, Chris Viek,
$aid Kissinger has not seen the- book
&nd won’t comment until he has.

& An aide to Nixon, Nick Ruwe,
said, “Former president Nixon onl5
seomments ‘on his own books.”

Hersh, who “won & 1972 Pulitzer
E:nze for his account of the My Lai
‘Massacre and was a staff reporter {or
PThe New York Times from 1972ito

79, said he spent 3 V2 “years report:
Mg and writing his study of the
Elssmger years.

Among the sources of his account,

e said, were more than 1,000 inter-
wiews with American and foreign
&ﬁcxals, a confidentia) diary kept by
4 White House staff member during
he Kissinger era. secret papers on
Ehe Vietnam negotiations that had
been provided fo South Vietnamese
President Nguven Van Thieu by the
iohnson .administration and a host
of other ffncxal and unofficial doc-
umexi!s SO

. Despu.e many -requests, neither
Eissinger mor Nixon would consent
& be mtervaewed for his book, Hersh

ld .
“Here’s my interview with Henry
Knsemger said an enthusiastic .
Hersh, slapping down on his office |
@ble a dog-eared.and battered copy
a kxssmgers best-selling 1, 0‘71 page |
memoir. “White House Years,” which :
‘Govers the same period of time as \

dues Hersh's volume. -l

- ly” was the
-.-confidential - source who provided

-.thle Zéfusing “to ‘talk to Hersh,”
szsmger communicated five times
with Hersh's publisher through -the
lgw firm of Arnold & Porter to ex-
press concern in advance about the
book and protest alleged inaccura-
cies in two Atlantic Monthly articles
based on parts of the bouk.

.~ A March 2, 1982. letter from at-
tcrnev William D. Rogers. formerly
Kissinger's" ‘undersecretarv of state
for economic affairs, sought to estab-
lish that Kissinger should not be
treated as a public . figure for the
purpose of libel law, saving that the
-mternational celebrity “has been a
private citizen. with the rights and
protections of a.private citizen, since
January. 19777

The Hersh volume -describes du-
plicitous maneuvenng within the

White House and in the world of
international diplomacy on. a wide
range of issues, including the Viet-

" pam.war and relations with the So-

viet Union, China and other nations.

Among other. things, Hersh wrote
that:

e Morarji Desai, a veteran Indian
political figure, was paid $20,000
vearly by the CIA during the John-

"'son administration and “undoubted-
hitherto-unidentified

secret information from inside the
‘Indian government during the 1971
Indian-Pakistan war. Desai later was
Indian prime minister in 1977-79.

o A secret war plan commissioned
by Kissinger and his-senior military
aide, Alexander M. Haig Jr., was
completed in ‘mid-1969 without the

< [CONTINU=D

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/29 : CIA-RDP90- 00965R000402830017 0




